Tour Notes
The Paradors of Spain by Train

Tour Duration – 10 Days

Tour Rating
Fitness ●●○○○ | Off the Beaten Track ●●○○○ | Culture ●●●●○ | History ●●●●○ | Wildlife ●○○○○
Tour Pace
Moderate
Tour Highlights
 Discover Spain’s top Paradors by train including the Hostal dos Reis Catolicos, Santiago de
Compostela - one of the oldest lodgings in the world
 Explore UNESCO listed Segovia, a magical city of warm terracotta and sandstone hues set
amid the rolling hills of Castilla
 Finish your journey in Granada and visit the world famous Alhambra

The Paradors of Spain by Train

Tour Essentials
Accommodation:
Included Meals:
Group Size:
Start Point:
End Point:
Transport:
Countries:

Carefully selected 4 and 5 star Paradors
Daily breakfast (B) and dinner (D)
Private
Santiago de Compostela
Granada
First class trains
Spain

The Paradors of Spain by Train
Spain’s rail network isn’t perhaps as well-known as that of France, but following considerable investment over
the last decade or two it now rivals the services offered by its neighbour to the north. RENFE (Spain’s national
train company) offers its own version of the TGV – the high-speed AVE trains (Alta Velocidad Española)
which links major cities at up to 186mph. Together with a wide range of local and regional services there
really is no better way to explore Spain than by train.
Perhaps more famous than its trains, many travellers will have heard of Spain’s chain of Paradors. Located
throughout the country these luxury hotels offer accommodation in Castles, Palaces, Convents, Monasteries,
Fortresses and other historic buildings. The group also has a few modern hotels, built in the traditional style,
often in areas of outstanding beauty.
We have put together this sample tailormade itinerary which takes in some of the very best Paradors
including the magnificent Hostal dos Reis Catolicos, Santiago de Compostela - one of the oldest lodgings in
the world. On this rail based tour you will travel by modern train from Galicia in the North West via UNESCO
World Heritage–listed Segovia, located in the middle of the country, down to Andalucia. Your journey will end
in Granada where you will have the privilege of staying at the exceptional Parador de Granada which offers
the visitor a unique opportunity – to stay within the Alhambra, one of the greatest wonders of the medieval
world.
Tour itinerary notes
The itinerary has been carefully planned based on the latest train schedules which are indicated below, but
timings may change at short notice so it is important you can be flexible.
Tour Guide
This journey will be best suited to experienced travellers who are comfortable exploring without being
accompanied throughout by a guide or tour leader. Upon arrival in Santiago de Compostela and on departure
airport transfers will be provided. Otherwise transfers are not included as the paradors are located close to
the railway stations and metered taxis are readily available.

Itinerary
Day 1 – Arrive in Santiago de Compostela
Arrive in Santiago de Compostela where you will be met at the airport and transferred to the 5 star Parador de
Santiago, also known as the Hostal dos Reis Católicos. After check-in the remainder of the day will be free for
you to explain the city on your own. Overnight Parador Santiago de Compostela (D).
Santiago de Compostela
The final stop on the epic Camino de Santiago pilgrimage trail, Santiago is a unique city imbued with the aura
of a millennium's worth of journeys. Long-gone centuries live on in its arcaded streets and magnificent stone
architecture, of which the famous cathedral is the jewel in the crown. Today some 300,000 Camino pilgrims
and many thousands of others venture here each year, giving Santiago a greater international dimension than

ever. Yet this is also the capital of the Spanish autonomous region of Galicia, with a strong local character – a
place where the skirl of bagpipes wafts across plazas and the countless restaurants and bars specialise in
fine Galician seafood and local wines.
Parador de Santiago - Hostal dos Reis Católicos
Considered to be the oldest hotel in the world, the Parador Santiago de Compostela was built in 1499 by
order of King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella. Once a royal hospital, which provided lodging and shelter for
many pilgrims who arrived in the city following the ‘Camino de Santiago’ the impressive building along with
the Romanesque cathedral beside it and the Plaza de Obradoiro have now been named a UNESCO
Heritage site and are proclaimed as historic jewels by international and national travellers alike. The Parador
has kept its tradition alive to this day by giving those pilgrims staying at the hotel free meals and stamps for
their passport.
Day 2 - Santiago de Compostela
Experience the historic city of Santiago de Compostela on a 4 hour private walking excursion with a local
English speaking guide. Your tour will be tailored to suit your interests but will typically include must-see sites
such as Plaza del Obradoiro, Palacio de Raxoi, and Catedral de Santiago de Compostela. Admire its
architecture and learn about the history of Santiago’s UNESCO-designated old town from a passionate local.
At the time of booking please inform us at what time you would like to start your tour. Your guide will meet you
in the reception area of the Parador. After the tour return to the Parador. Overnight Parador Santiago de
Compostela (BD)
Day 3 - Santiago de Compostela
A free day for you to explore the city on your own. Or simply make the most of your stay at one of the most
luxurious and beautiful Paradors in Spain. Overnight Parador Santiago de Compostela (BD)
Day 4 - Santiago de Compostela to Segovia
After an early breakfast make your own way to the railway station for a morning train to Segovia.
Train Schedule (subject to change)
Depart Santiago de Compostela – 07:48
Arrive Segovia – 12:41
At present the above service is the only direct train of the day between Santiago de Compostela and Segovia.
Other trains are available, but these will involve making at least one connection and journey times can be
considerably longer.
Upon arrival at Segovia’s Guiomar station which is located about 8km out of the city you will be met and
transferred to the Parador de Segovia where you will stay for 3 nights. After check-in the remainder of the day
will be free for you to relax or to explore the city on your own. Overnight Parador de Segovia (BD)
Segovia
UNESCO World Heritage–listed Segovia has always had a whiff of legend about it, not least in the myths that
the city was founded by Hercules or by the son of Noah. It may also have something to do with the fact that
nowhere else in Spain is such a stunning monument to Roman grandeur (the soaring aqueduct) surviving in
the heart of a vibrant modern city. Or maybe it's because art really has imitated life Segovia-style – Walt
Disney is said to have modelled Sleeping Beauty's castle in California's Disneyland on Segovia's Alcázar.
Whatever it is, the effect is stunning: a magical city of warm terracotta and sandstone hues set amid the
rolling hills of Castilla, against the backdrop of the Sierra de Guadarrama.

Parador de Segovia
This beautifully designed Parador is located just 3km from the medieval city of Segovia and boasts stunning
panoramic views of the old quarter, the site of Castile and León’s renowned 2,000 year old roman aqueduct.
From the hotel, many of the city’s famed medieval structures can be seen rising from its skyline, including the
spectacular Alcázar fortress and the city’s grand Gothic Cathedral. The interesting multi-level structure and
large windows of the Segovia Parador are designed to capture the best of the city views on offer.
A short distance away from the city, the location of the Parador de Segovia allows you to keep the city in
sight, whilst proffering an oasis away from the hustle and bustle of visitors the historic city attracts. With a
spacious lawn and carefully-designed shaded areas around the pool, you can cool down after a day’s
sightseeing with a swim against the backdrop of Segovia’s skyline.
Day 5 – Segovia
Explore the ancient city of Segovia on a 3 hour private walking excursion with a local English speaking guide.
Your tour will be tailored to suit your interests but will typically include the city’s highlights such as the famous
Roman aqueduct, the ‘Alcazar’, the Jewish Quarter and ‘La Muralla’ (the ramparts). At the time of booking
please inform us at what time you would like to start your tour. Your guide will meet you in front of the
Parador. After the tour return to the Parador. Overnight Parador de Segovia (BD)
Day 6 – Segovia
A free day for you to explore the city on your own or to relax and enjoy your stay at the Parador. Overnight
Parador de Segovia (BD)
Day 7 – Segovia to Granada
Make your own by taxi to Segovia’s Guiomar station. Ensure that you allow plenty of time as the station the
journey is likely to take at least 25mins depending on traffic.
As there are no direct trains from Segovia to Granada it will necessary to make a connection in Madrid with a
change of stations.
Train Schedule (subject to change)
Depart Segovia – 12:43
Arrive Madrid Chamartin – 13:12
Make your own way to Madrid Atocha station (see notes below)
Depart Madrid Atocha – 14:35
Arrive Granada – 17:52
Connection in Madrid
Local trains from Chamartin station (normally platform 8 – but do check) leave every 5 to 10 minutes and take
about 10 to 15 minutes (3 stops) to Atocha. Unless advised you will need to buy a ticket for the local train
from a machine at Chamartin station. The fare is around €1.70, the machines accept euro notes & coins.
If you prefer for a small supplement we can arrange a private car transfer to take you between Chamartin and
Atocha stations. This is a good option when travelling with luggage. Please contact us for further details.
Upon arrival at Granada’s station you will be met and transferred to the Parador de Granada where you will
stay for 3 nights. After check-in the remainder of the day will be free for you to relax or to explore the city on
your own. Overnight Parador de Granada (BD)

Grenada
At the foot of the Sierra Nevada mountains, between the rivers Darro and Genil, lies one of the most
interesting cities in Eastern Andalusia. As well as its impressive Al-Andalus heritage, there are Renaissance
architectural gems and the most modern facilities, fit for the 21st century.
Granada has an unmistakable Moorish essence, due to the fact that it was the last city to be reconquered by
the Catholic Monarchs in 1492. The gastronomy, craftwork and urban planning are influenced by its glorious
past. Fountains, viewpoints and "Cármenes", houses surrounded by typical gardens of this city, create
unforgettable corners in the city. It is no surprise that one of its old neighbourhoods, the Albaicín, has been
awarded the World Heritage designation, together with the Alhambra and Generalife.
Parador de Granada
The exceptional Parador de Granada offers the visitor a unique opportunity – to stay within the Alhambra, one
of the greatest wonders of the medieval world. Built between 1238 and 1358 on a hilltop site overlooking the
city Granada, the citadel of the Alhambra was the last stronghold of the Moors in Spain, finally falling to the
Christians in 1492.
The Alhambra (from al-hamra, Arabic for ‘the red’, referring to the red stucco of the walls) consists of a
complex of palaces and fortresses, and the Parador San Francisco, as it is known, was originally part of a
14th-century palace and mosque, later converted into a Franciscan convent. Part of the building was once a
chapel where the Kings of Spain were buried (although they were later moved elsewhere), and the Parador
also features a fine tower and an arcaded courtyard of breathtaking beauty and serenity. The interior
combines both Moorish and Christian styles, and the bedrooms – each one unique – all have views of the
gardens and buildings of the Alhambra.
Day 8 - Granada
Meet your guide at the entrance of the UNESCO listed Alhambra and enjoy a 2½ private walking tour.
Discover the history of this emblematic structure back to its Moorish roots as you stroll through the opulent
royal palace. Learn about the last historically Arabic city in Spain and listen to stories of its origins as a
military fortress from your guide. Admire the beautiful architecture and surrounding areas as you walk around
the complex. Later return to the Parador after which the remainder of the day will be free. At the time of
booking please inform us at what time you would like to start your tour – 09:00, 13:00 or 15:00. Overnight
Parador de Granada (BD)
Day 9 - Granada
A free day for you to explore the city on your own or to relax and enjoy your stay at the Parador. Overnight
Parador de Granada (BD)
Day 10 – Depart Granada
Check out before 12:00 and transfer to the airport for your departure. (B)

Tour Inclusions/Exclusions
Inclusions:
Arrival and departure transfers
Transport throughout
All accommodation
Daily breakfast (B), plus lunch (L) and dinner (D) as shown in the itinerary
Services of English-speaking guide
Entrance fees for sites listed as part of the itinerary
Excluded:
International flights
Any airport taxes
Travel Insurance
Visas
Drinks
Items of a personal nature
Tips (discretionary)

Important Information
Foreign Government Travel Warnings
We constantly monitor the advice posted by the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO). In
particular we will always advise clients of any travel warnings. At present there are no warnings against travel
to Albania. Please feel free to contact us should you have any specific concerns or would like to know in detail
what measures are being taken to ensure visits remain trouble free and without incident.
It should be noted that this information applies to British citizens. Other nationals are asked to check the
current position of their respective government
Accommodation and Meals
Hotel Check-in Times
As a general rule most hotels will allow guests to check-in from 2pm. Please note that the price of your tour
does not include guaranteed early check-in. Therefore please advise us if you would like to ensure that your
room is available for an earlier arrival. This is particularly relevant on the first day of the tour and for early
morning arrivals. One option is to pre-book and pay for an extra night at the beginning of your tour which will
guarantee your accommodation is available irrespective of what time you arrive. Please contact us for
information and costs.
Food & Drink
The daily meal basis is shown in the tour itinerary; breakfast (B), and dinner (D). Drinks are not included and
will be payable locally in cash.

Dietary Requirements
If you have any special dietary requirements you must notify us at the time of booking. While we will make
every effort to cater for you, we cannot guarantee that this will be possible.
Budgeting for your Tour
You will need some extra money to cover meals and drinks not included in the tour price, any optional
sightseeing, souvenirs and items of a personal nature such as laundry.
Food
The costs for meals may vary depending upon location, type of restaurant and number of courses eaten and
so the prices given are an average guide. Local restaurants located off the beaten track may be less
expensive, whereas an upmarket restaurant located in the centre of a major city may charge more.
Albania
Lunch £8 - £12
Dinner £8 - £12
Drink
The prices for drinks can vary greatly depending upon location and the prices detailed below are an average
guide. In general you would expect that drinks purchased in a supermarket or local bar to be less expensive,
whilst drinks in an upmarket bar or restaurant may be more expensive.
Bottle of Water £1
Bottle of local beer £2
Tipping – Guide and Drivers
Tipping is commonly recognised as a way of rewarding guides and drivers for good service. If you are happy
with your guide and driver, please consider leaving a tip for them. For this group tour, a reasonable amount
would be between EUR 3-5 per person per day for the guide, and EUR 1-2 for the driver. If you are travelling
privately, then a reasonable amount would be around EUR 7-10 per day for the guide and EUR 3-5 per day
for the driver. Waiters and bar staff in the region are generally low paid and it is common practice to leave a
small tip – around 10% of the bill.
Foreign Exchange
ATM Availability: Most towns have ATM’s
Credit and Debit Card Acceptance: Cards are widely accepted throughout Spain and can be used to draw
cash at ATM’s
Local Currency: Euro
Recommended Currency for Exchange: Euro
Where to Exchange: Your tour guide will advise you
Joining your Tour
Flight Information
You are able to book this tour on a 'land only' basis or as a ‘flight inclusive’ package. Your flight inclusive
package will be fully protected by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) ATOL protection scheme.

Joining Tour Abroad
Customers booked on the ‘Land Only’ arrangements will receive an airport transfer, both on arrival and
departure include in the tour price. In order that the transfer can be arranged please ensure that you advise
us of your flight information once available. Please advise the date, time and flight number for your
arrival/departure. If we have not been advised of this information at least 2 weeks before travel, then you will
be required to make your own way to the hotel on Day 1 of your tour.
Travel Insurance
It is a condition of booking with Undiscovered Destinations that you have adequate valid travel insurance. It is
your responsibility to arrange appropriate travel insurance and ensure you have read and understood the full
terms and conditions of your travel insurance policy to ensure that you are covered for all activities you intend
to undertake whilst on the tour, including all optional activities. Your Insurance Policy must fully cover you for
medical expenses and emergency repatriation to your home country and be valid for the entire duration of
your holiday.
Visa Information
UK and US visitors do not require a visa for entry to Spain. Requirements can change and therefore we
recommend that you check with your nearest embassy for the most up to date details.
Passports
It is your responsibility to ensure that you are in possession of a full passport, valid for at least six months
after the date of return to the UK.
We strongly advise that your passport contains a minimum of two blank pages for each country visited, as this
may be a requirement of the local immigration authorities. In addition certain countries will stipulate that the
two blank pages are opposite each other. If you are unable to meet these requirements you may be refused
boarding by your airline or denied entry by the immigration authorities.
For specific information about the requirements for your destination please check with the country’s embassy
or consulate. Alternatively UK citizens can visit www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice.
Vaccinations & Protection
There are no compulsory vaccinations required for travel to these countries. However we recommend that
you speak with your doctor or travel clinic for the most up to date advice regarding any vaccinations that may
be recommended.
The legal status and regulation of some medicines prescribed or purchased in your home country can be
different in other countries. If you’re travelling with prescription or over-the-counter medicine, read this
guidance from NaTHNaC (https://nathnac.net/) on best practice when travelling with medicines. For further
information on the legal status of a specific medicine, you’ll need to contact the embassy, high commission or
consulate of the country or territory you’re travelling to.

Preparing for your tour
Climate
Spain can be visited year round. However the best times to visit are generally considered to be spring to early
summer and early to mid-autumn. In the high summer months of July and August it can get very hot –
temperatures of 35ºC are not uncommon.
Clothing
When it comes to clothing it is usually recommended that lighter clothes are worn through the day, and
warmer ones at night. A hat is also advised to be worn through the day to protect from the sun, along with at
least one piece of waterproof/windproof clothing for any days that the weather may be wet or windy.
Equipment
The first thing on your list should be a first aid kit. Whilst there is no undue cause for alarm, travellers are best
advised to travel well-prepared: adequately immunized, with sufficient supplies of prescription drugs, along
with a medical kit. Suncream/sunblock is a must. Insect repellent, including a bite spray will also be useful to
have.
Footwear
Footwear is a main priority on this tour. Comfortable walking shoes are recommended. When travelling
something comfortable like sandals would be sensible.
Luggage on tour
Your luggage should not exceed 20kgs (44lbs). One large suitcase/rucksack, and one small hand luggage
rucksack is acceptable.
Electric Supply & Plugs
Electrical supply is 220V/50 Hz and plugs have two round pins.
Tour Itinerary Versions
Please ensure that you have an up-to-date copy of these tour notes immediately before you travel, as from
time to time our itineraries may be amended, either for operational reasons or in response to feedback from
customers. You will be informed of any major changes to your tour but small changes may just be added to
these tour notes. These tour notes were updated 13 July 2020.

