Tour Notes
London to Morocco – Rail Adventure

Tour Duration – 8 Days

Tour Rating
Fitness ●●○○○ | Off the Beaten Track ●●○○○ | Culture ●●●●○ | History ●●●●○ | Wildlife ●○○○○
Tour Pace
Busy
Tour Highlights








Travel all the way by train and fast ferry from London to Morocco
Stop along the way in Barcelona or choose your own stopovers
Travel by a range of comfortable daytime trains, including high-speed services
Take a scenic train ride through Andalusía
Travel from Europe to Africa across the Straits of Gibraltar by modern fast ferry
Explore the legendary cities of Tangier, Casablanca and Marrakech
Take a trip on Africa’s first high-speed train, the Al Boraq, as you head south towards
the Atlas Mountains

Tour Map
London to Morocco – Rail Adventure

Tour Essentials
Accommodation:
Included Meals:
Group Size:
Start Point:
End Point:
Transport:
Countries:

Mix of comfortable mid-range hotels with private bathrooms
As shown in the itinerary; breakfast (B), lunches (L) dinners (D)
Private tour
London
Marrakech
Private car or minibus for transfers and sightseeing excursions, trains (second class
seats)
France (transit only), Spain, Morocco

London to Morocco – Rail Adventure
A unique opportunity to travel all the way by train, plus a ferry crossing across the Straits of Gibraltar, from the
UK to Morocco.
A thoroughly well-planned journey with all trains and hotels, together with transfers and sightseeing as shown
in the itinerary arranged for you in advance.
Your adventure starts from the heart of London and the magnificent St. Pancras station. Take the Eurostar
over to Paris. If time allows enjoy a fabulous lunch in sumptuous surroundings, before you speed south to
Barcelona at up to 199mph by double-decker TGV Duplex.
Stay overnight, or longer, in Barcelona, then take Spain’s high-speed AVE train and a slower scenic route
through wonderful scenery into Andalusia. After an overnight stop at the bottom tip of Spain, take a fast ferry
from Europe to Africa across the Straits of Gibraltar.
Once in Morocco, ride the modern-day Marrakech Express, a high-speed train south to Casablanca. Explore
the city’s handsome Moorish buildings, which meld French-colonial design and traditional Moroccan style.
Finally continue by train towards the Atlas Mountains and Marrakech. Its heady sights and sounds continue to
dazzle, frazzle and enchant. And for travellers who have made it all this way by train it promises to be even
more special.
From Marrakech return home, or contact our experts to discuss extending your tour in Morocco. Or for the
ultimate overland experience continue your journey south on a pioneering expedition, crossing the Sahara
through Mauritania, and onto Senegal and little visited Guinea Bissau. See below for further information.
Optional Extension – West Africa Overland
For the ultimate overland experience extend your adventure and join our annual small group tour, a 29 day
trip, from Marrakech to Guinea-Bissau. Departing in November this is a true expedition across the Sahara as
we journey through Morocco, Western Sahara, Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia and Guinea Bissau. From
Marrakech to the Atlantic coast of the largest desert on earth, to the interior of Western Sahara, this is an
itinerary that we are proud to present. Experience local authentic cultures including the most isolated Berber
villages in the high Sarhro Mountains and cave-dwelling families.
An exclusive opportunity to travel overland from London to West Africa. Early booking essential as places on
the expedition are strictly limited.
Further details can be viewed via this link or get in touch with our well-travelled team –
www.undiscovered-desinations.com/from-the-sahara-to-the-ocean/

Tour itinerary notes
The itinerary has been carefully planned based on the latest train schedules, but timings may change at short
notice, or the days of the week that a particular train normally operates can also change. This will potentially
require amending your itinerary. Before you are asked to accept any changes our experienced travel
consultants will discuss the options with you. But these may be limited so it is important you can be flexible.
Tour Guide
This journey will be best suited to experienced travellers who are comfortable exploring without being
accompanied throughout by a guide or tour leader. At each location, except in Spain, you will meet our
experienced local partners for guided sightseeing. And they will welcome you on arrival at the station, and
provide a private transfer to your hotel. At the end of your stopover you will be taken back to the station and
help will be provided to find the train for your onward journey.

Itinerary
Day 1 – London to Barcelona
Take a morning Eurostar to Paris. Upon arrival at Gare du Nord make your own way to Gare de Lyon. As you
will be travelling with luggage we would recommend a taxi, rather than taking the metro. Or for peace of mind
we can pre-arrange a private car transfer. Just let us know at the time of booking. And make sure you allow
plenty of time to travel across Paris; we would suggest a minimum of 1½ hours. Or allow a bit longer and why
not break your journey for lunch at the fabulous Train Bleu restaurant inside the Gare de Lyon. Opened in
1900, it is decorated in a sumptuous art nouveau style - a great start to your adventure, be sure to book a
table in advance. Continue from Paris to Barcelona on a double-decker TGV. We recommend a seat on the
upper deck for the best views as the train speeds along the scenic Rhône valley past pretty French villages
and picturesque churches. Then look out for colonies of flamingos on the étangs or lagoons in southern
France. Check-in at your hotel conveniently located directly above the station. Stay overnight or let us know if
you would like a longer stopover. Overnight Barceló Sants Hotel or similar.
Day 2 – Barcelona to Algeciras
After breakfast leave Barcelona Sants by high-speed AVE train for Antequera-Santa Ana, change there for a
regional train to Algeciras arriving in the early evening. It is a very scenic ride - after the dash along the highspeed line from Barcelona, by-passing Madrid then heading south through Cordoba, you slow right down onto
the scenic single-track to Algeciras on the Straits of Gibraltar. From the station it is about a 10 minute walk to
your hotel, or a short taxi ride. Overnight Hotel Globales Reina Cristina or similar. (B)

Day 3 – Algeciras to Tangier
Although there are direct ferries from Algeciras these arrive on the Moroccan side of the Straits of Gibraltar at
Tangier’s Med Port, located some 50km from the city. Therefore, we recommend that you use an alternative
route, a fast ferry from Tarifa which more conveniently arrives in the heart of Tangier. The ferry operator
provides a dedicated connecting bus service for the 30 minute transfer from Algeciras’ modern ferry
passenger terminal, located about a 10 minute walk from your hotel or a short taxi ride. There are several
crossings a day and we suggest you take an early afternoon departure. The connecting bus will depart from
Algeciras so this will give you time for a leisurely breakfast. The crossing takes just one hour. Upon arrival at
Tangier’s bustling port you will be met and transferred to your hotel. In this itinerary we have scheduled a one
night stopover before you continue your journey south. But as with all our rail based holidays we can design
the programme based on your requirements. And of course you have the option to extend your stay in
Tangier. Overnight Hilton Garden Inn Tangier City Centre. (B)
Day 4 – Tangier to Casablanca
After a leisurely breakfast meet your guide at the hotel for a morning tour. See the highlights of Tangier on
this 4-hour private tour. Explore the medina and the towering Kasbah with its marble courtyard. Take in
stunning ocean views at the Caves of Hercules, where the Greek hero allegedly rested after digging the Strait
of Gibraltar. Look for English, American, French, and Spanish influences in the architecture on the hilly
outskirts of the city before your tour concludes with drop off and assistance at the railway station. Board
Africa’s first high-speed service, the 300km/h (186mph) Al Boraq train for Casablanca, a journey time of just
over 2 hours. Upon arrival at Casablanca’s Casa Voyageurs station you will be met and transferred to your
hotel where you will stay for two nights. Overnight Radisson Blu Hotel Casablanca City Centre. (B)
Day 5 – Casablanca
In the morning meet your guide at the hotel. Explore the historic heart of Casablanca on a guided walking tour
of the old medina. Take in the main landmarks such as the Hassan II Mosque and Rick’s Café, inspired by the
movie Casablanca. Discover the traditional Habous quarter, shop for traditional handicrafts and souvenirs in
the souks, and visit a local teahouse to sample traditional Moroccan tea and pastries (not included). Later
return to your hotel. Enjoy a free afternoon. Overnight Radisson Blu Hotel Casablanca City Centre or similar.
(B)
Day 6 – Casablanca to Marrakech
After breakfast you will be transferred back to the station. Take an Al Atlas express train for the 2½ hour
journey south to Marrakech. The trains on this route are older than those which operate the high-speed
service from Tangier to Casablanca, but nonetheless they are air-conditioned with comfortable seating.
Normally refreshments can be purchased from a trolley which passes through the train; although we would
always recommend that you travel with some basic provisions including water. Upon arrival in Marrakech you
will be met at the station and transferred to your hotel. We have included a stay of two nights in Marrakech,
which allows for a full day to explore the city. But this is just a suggestion and we can easily extend your stay.
Alternatively contact one of our travel experts if you would like to visit other areas of Morocco. We can tailormake an extension depending on your interests. Overnight Novotel Marrakech Hivernage or similar. (B)

Day 7 – Marrakech
After a leisurely breakfast meet your guide at the hotel. Uncover the enchanting mystery of Marrakesh's souks
and sights on a private 5-hour tour of Morocco’s vibrant capital city. With a knowledgeable guide, visit
magnificent Moorish landmarks including the Medersa ben Youssef, and marvel at the opulent decor of the
Bahia Palace. Enjoy a delicious Moroccan lunch and absorb the pulsating atmosphere of the UNESCO-listed
Jemaa el Fna Square, replete with snake charmers and enticing food stalls. Overnight Novotel Marrakech
Hivernage or similar. (BL)
Day 8 – Depart Marrakech
Your tour ends after check-out from your hotel. If you are planning to take a flight a transfer to the airport will
be arranged included in the cost of your tour.

Tour inclusions/exclusions
Inclusions:
All accommodation
Transfers as per itinerary with a private car or minibus
Rail travel based on 2nd class seats. Please contact us for details of first class upgrades
Guided sightseeing tours as per itinerary, with the services of an English-speaking guide or driver/guide
Meals as listed (B – Breakfast, L – Lunch)
Entrance fees for sites listed as part of the itinerary
Excluded:
International flights
Travel Insurance
Visas
Meals not stated in the itinerary
Drinks
Items of a personal nature
Tips (Discretionary)

Important Information
Foreign Office Travel Warnings
We constantly monitor the advice posted by the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO). In
particular we will always advise clients of any travel warnings. At this time there are no warnings in place for
areas visited on this tour. It should be noted that this information applies to British citizens. Other nationals
are asked to check the current position of their respective government.

Accommodation and Meals
Hotel Check-in Times
As a general rule most hotels will allow guests to check-in from 2pm. Please note that the price of your tour
does not include guaranteed early check-in. Therefore, please advise us if you would like to ensure that your
room is available for an earlier arrival.
Accommodation Rating
In general international chain type hotels will be used for much of this journey. Please bear in mind that you
will not be accompanied by a guide for the whole duration of this tour. Therefore for assistance you will find
that English is often spoken at the hotels, particularly those that are part of an international chain.
Rooms will be comfortable with en-suite bathrooms. And each of the hotels will have a restaurant and bar.
In many cities hotels have been chosen for proximity to the railway station.
Food and Drink
The daily meal basis is shown in the tour itinerary; breakfast (B), lunch (L). Drinks are not included and will be
payable locally in cash.
Usually it will be impossible for Undiscovered Destinations to pre-pay for meals and drinks taken on the
various trains. Therefore, it is essential that you travel with sufficient cash to pay for these services as credit
and debit cards are not always accepted. We would recommend that you have euros available for travel in
France and Spain, and dirhams when travelling in Morocco.
The food and drink served on trains can be limited so many travellers come prepared and choose to
supplement what is available by bringing some drinks and snacks.
Dietary Requirements
If you have any special dietary requirements you must notify us at the time of booking. Whilst we will make
every effort to cater for you, we cannot guarantee that this will be possible.
Budgeting for your Tour
You will need some extra money to cover meals and drinks not included in the tour price, any optional
sightseeing, souvenirs and items of a personal nature such as laundry.
Food
The costs for meals may vary depending upon location, type of restaurant and number of courses eaten and
so the prices given are an average guide. Local restaurants located off the beaten track may be less
expensive, whereas an upmarket restaurant located in the centre of a major city may charge more.
Lunch £5 to £10
Dinner £10 to £15

Drink
The prices for drinks can vary greatly depending upon location and the prices detailed below are an average
guide. In general, you would expect that drinks purchased in a supermarket or local bar to be less expensive,
whilst drinks in an upmarket bar or restaurant may be more expensive.
Bottle of Beer £2 - £3
Bottle of Water £0.50 - £1
Tipping – Guide and Drivers
Tipping is commonly recognised as a way of rewarding guides and drivers for good service. As you will not be
accompanied by a guide throughout, we suggest you budget to tip the guide for each of the tours included in
the itinerary. We would recommend €5 to €10 per person for each tour. This will depend on the duration of the
tour.
Waiters and bar staff in most of the countries visited on this tour are generally low paid and it is common
practice to leave a small tip – around 10% of the bill.
On Train Safety and Security
The Undiscovered Destinations’ team have travelled widely by train and never experienced any problems, but
you should not be complacent. It is essential that you take good care of your personal belongings. Pack
wisely and store your most valuable possessions, including electrical items and of course your passports and
travel documents in a separate day bag. Also remember to keep any important medicines and prescriptions or
doctors’ letters in the same bag. And make sure you keep this bag with you at all times, including during visits
to the café car. Some travellers choose to keep their passport, one or two credit/debit cards and some
emergency cash in a money belt.
Foreign Exchange
ATM Availability: As you will be visiting major cities on this tour ATMs will be widely available.
Credit and Debit Card Acceptance: Cards are widely accepted in the main cities including at larger
restaurants and most hotels. Card acceptance on the trains will be more limited, particularly beyond Western
Europe.
Local Currency: Euros, Moroccan Dirhams
Recommended Currency for Exchange: Euros
Where to Exchange: Exchange facilities will generally be available at the railways stations. Your guide or the
hotel reception can provide future assistance.
Flight Information
Our advertised prices do not include the cost of international flights. Please contact us if you would like a
quotation to book a ‘flight inclusive’ package. Your flight inclusive package will be fully protected by the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) ATOL protection scheme.

Travel Insurance
It is a condition of booking with Undiscovered Destinations that you have adequate valid travel insurance. It is
your responsibility to arrange appropriate travel insurance and ensure you have read and understood the full
terms and conditions of your travel insurance policy to ensure that you are covered for all activities you intend
to undertake whilst on the tour, including all optional activities. Your Insurance Policy must fully cover you for
medical expenses and emergency repatriation to your home country and be valid for the entire duration of
your holiday.
Visa Information
UK, US and Australian passport holders do not need a visa for travel in EU states.
UK nationals can enter Morocco for up to 3 months without a visa. Other nationals should check before
booking with your nearest embassy, consulate or visa agency.
As immigration requirements can change without notice it is essential that you check the latest information
with your nearest embassy, consulate or visa agency. It is important to check the requirements both at the
time of booking and again at the time you pay your balance.
Passports
It is your responsibility to ensure that you are in possession of a full passport, valid for at least six months
after the date of return to your country of residence.
We strongly advise that your passport contains a minimum of two blank pages, as this may be a requirement
of the local immigration authorities. In addition, certain countries will stipulate that the two blank pages are
opposite each other. If you are unable to meet these requirements you may be refused boarding by your
airline or denied entry by the immigration authorities.
For specific information about the requirements for your destination please check with the country’s embassy
or consulate. Alternatively UK citizens can visit www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
Vaccinations and Protection
We strongly recommend that you contact your doctor’s surgery or a specialist travel clinic for up-to-date
information and advice regarding the necessary vaccinations. For a visit of less than one month, almost
certainly you will be advised to have immunisations against the following: Diphtheria and Tetanus, Hepatitis A,
Typhoid and Meningitis.

Preparing for your tour
Climate
The best time to visit Morocco is during spring (mid-March to May) or autumn (September to October). The
weather is warm but pleasant, unlike the cold temperatures and snow of winter, or the scorching heat of
summer.
Clothing
When it comes to clothing it is usually recommended that lighter clothes are worn through the day, and
warmer ones at night. A hat is also advised to be worn through the day to protect from the sun, along with at
least one piece of waterproof clothing for any days that the weather may be wet or windy.
Equipment and What to Bring
The first thing on your list should be a first aid kit. Whilst there is no undue cause for alarm, travellers are best
advised to travel well-prepared: adequately immunized, with sufficient supplies of prescription drugs, along
with a medical kit. Suncream/sunblock is a must. Insect repellent, including a bite spray will also be useful to
have. It is usually advisable to bring a torch/head torch in case of any electricity outages.
When travelling long distances by rail some travellers choose to bring a few games to while away the hours. A
pack of cards, or travel versions of board games are popular. Something that can be played with your fellow
travellers and non-English speakers is recommended.
A phrase book can of course be useful or download a translation app on your phone.
Please bring a small towel to use on trains as hand drying facilities are not always provided.
Wi-Fi
The majority of hotels used on this tour offer reliable wi-fi although charges may apply.
On most trains within France and Spain wi-fi is often available although charges may apply and the service
might be limited to basic internet browsing and checking of emails. Travelling in Morocco most trains do not
offer wi-fi. Depending on your service provider you will probably be able to access wi-fi through local mobile
phone networks. But check with your provider as costs can be high.
Footwear
Footwear is a main priority on this tour. Comfortable walking shoes are recommended.
Journey times
Upon request we can provide you with the latest train schedules, although these will be subject to change.
Luggage on tour
Your luggage should not exceed 20kgs (44lbs). One large suitcase/rucksack, and one small hand luggage
rucksack is acceptable.

Electric Supply & Plugs
Countries visited on this tour have an electrical supply that is 220V/50 Hz and plugs usually have two round
pins. On the majority of trains you will find electrical sockets which usually have two round pins.
We would recommend that you bring a universal travel adapter as there can be exceptions to the above.
Tour Itinerary Versions
Please ensure that you have an up-to-date copy of these tour notes immediately before you travel, as from
time to time our itineraries may be amended, either for operational reasons or in response to feedback from
customers. You will be informed of any major changes to your tour but small changes may just be added to
these tour notes. These tour notes were updated 18 April 2020.

