
 

 

Tour Notes 
 

Peru – Beyond the Tourist Trail     Tour Duration – 14 Days 
 

 
 
 
Tour Rating 
Fitness ●●●○○ | Off the Beaten Track ●●●●○ | Culture ●●●●○ | History ●●●●○ | Wildlife ●●○○○ 
 
Tour Pace 
Busy 
 
Tour Highlights          
 

✓ Amazing colonial buildings in Peru’s intellectual capital Trujillo 
✓ Come face to face with Peru’s highest mountain - the double coned Huascaran at 6,768m. 
✓ Drive on one of the world’s most spectacular roads through Cañon del Pato 
✓ Go beyond the tourist trail to discover the rich pre-Inca cultures 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Tour Map 
 
 

 
 
 
Tour Essentials 
 
Accommodation:  Comfortable hotel accommodation 
Included Meals:   Daily breakfast (B), plus lunches (L) and dinners (D) as shown in the itinerary. 
Group Size:  Maximum 12 
Start Point:  Lima – you can arrive any time on day 1 
End Point:  Lima – you can depart any time on day 14 
Transport:  Minivans, domestic flights 
Countries:  Peru 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Peru – Beyond the Tourist Trail  
Northern Peru – A little visited and pristine part of this amazing country. This is one of South America’s most 
popular destinations – but less than 5% of travellers make it to the northern region which is surprising given 
its amazing pre-Inca and colonial history, and an abundance of cultural and natural wonders.  
 
On this unique tour we take you beyond the tourist trail to discover the rich and advanced pre-Inca cultures 
Caral, Moche, Chimu and Chachapoyas. You will see the most amazing colonial buildings in Peru’s 
intellectual capital Trujillo, famous as the place where the Spanish conquistadores arrived marking the end of 
the Inca Empire. You will stand face to face with Peru’s highest mountain - the impressive double coned 
Huascaran at 6,768m. You will drive on one of the world’s most spectacular roads through Cañon del Pato 
and travel deep into lush cloud forest in search of ancient mummies.  
 
If you are a traveller looking to tick off the country’s well-known highlights then this isn’t the tour for you. But if 
you want to escape the crowds of Machu Picchu and the Inca Trail, then join us on this fascinating journey to 
explore Peru’s hidden gems. 
 
Tour itinerary notes 
While our intention is to adhere to the day-by-day itinerary as printed below, a degree of flexibility is built in. 
Overnight stops may vary from those suggested and on occasions alternative accommodation, of a similar 
standard to that named below, will be used. 
 
Tour Guide 
Our guides are a key strength, chosen for their knowledge of and passion for the areas in which they work. All 
of our guides are carefully hand-picked, and are not just passing through these countries, but are usually 
locally born. Unlike some companies it should be noted we do not send a guide or tour leader from 
Undiscovered Destinations in the UK as we have every confidence in our locally appointed representative 
who is responsible for operating the tour on our behalf. Where possible you will have the same guide 
throughout your trip but on occasions it may be necessary to change the guide at one or more points during 
the tour.  
 

Itinerary 
 
Day 1 - Arrival in Lima  
Arrive in Lima, home to 10 million people which is more than one third of the country’s entire population. You 
will be met at the airport and transferred to your hotel in the pleasant district of Miraflores. Overnight at Hotel 
Britania or similar.  
 
Day 2 - Chiclayo  
Transfer to the airport for a scheduled flight to Chiclayo, gateway to Peru’s beautiful and diverse, yet little 
visited north. Please note that you will fly unaccompanied and without a guide. Upon arrival in Chiclayo you 
will be met by your guide who will travel with you throughout the tour. Transfer to the hotel and check-in. You 
will then have a comprehensive tour briefing. Overnight at Hotel Los Portales or similar. (B)  
 
Day 3 - Chiclayo  
The area around Chiclayo is packed with exciting archaeological excavations from pre-Inca times. The most 
important is the royal tombs of Sipan which originate from the Moche culture approximately 300-1200 AD. 
The royal tombs were discovered almost intact as late as 1989. Besides visiting the actual tombs you will also 
visit the nearby museum exhibiting the excavated artefacts. The Lord of Sipan museum is truly amazing and 



 

 

the old Spanish conquistadores would have been drooling given all the gold and silver artefacts on display. 
Luckily the tombs have never been robbed so the collection is considerable. You will also visit the Lord of 
Sipan museum which is equally amazing. Overnight at Hotel Los Portales or similar. (BL)  
 
Day 4 - Chachapoyas (approx. 9hrs, 450km driving) 
A long but rewarding day’s drive brings us from the coastal desert over the lowest mountain pass in the 
Andes, Abra de Porculla (2,145m) to Chachapoyas (2,345m) on the eastern slopes and on the edge of the 
mighty Amazonas. Overnight at Hotel Vilaya or similar. (BD)  
 
Chachapoyas  
The small, modern town of Chachapoyas is first and foremost a springboard for a wealth of nearby pre-
Columbian remains. With the opening up of the road networks in these parts, Chachapoyas has developed 
into a thriving little market town (with a wide range of fruits and vegetables, some craft goods, and some 
smaller woollen accessories such as straps and belts), supporting a mostly indigenous population of around 
ten thousand, themselves with a reputation for being among the most friendly and hospitable people in Peru.  
 
Day 5 - Chachapoyas - Tingo  
An exciting day that takes us from Chachapoyas to the archaeological site of Macro, 1850m above sea level 
on the right bank of the Utcubamba River. The ecosystem of this area is characterized by the presence of a 
thorny forest and scrub populated by tillandsias and bromeliads, with notorious presence of lichens and moss. 
The site is surrounded by this vegetation that partly covers the architecture. The pre-Hispanic settlement 
belonged to the Chachapoya culture that flourished during the Late Intermediate (1100 -1470 AD). There are 
terraces and platforms of different heights on which vestiges are evident that circular structures were once 
built. The bases measure approximately 3 meters high, being notorious and preserved, in such a way that 
they can be seen from the other side of the river as overlapping platforms. After our visit we continue amongst 
stunning scenery along the Rio Uctubamba to the small tranquil town of Tingo. Overnight at Hotel La Estancia 
de Chillo Lodge or similar. (BD)  
 
Day 6 - Leimebamba  
Another exiting day awaits us as we drive to the small hamlet of Leimebamba where we will get an excellent 
insight to small town daily living in rural Peru. We visit the interesting museum housing Chachapoyas 
mummies and artefacts found at Lagunas de los Condores in 1996. Overnight at Hostel Casonade 
Leimebamba or similar. (BD)  
 
Day 7 – Cajamarca (approx. 8hrs, 320km driving) 
Today we travel on one of Peru’s most stunning roads to the historically important city of Cajamarca 
(2,650m). We reach our destination by passing through innumerable mountain passes, cloud forest and deep 
canyons. Finally we pass through Celendin (2,625m) before arriving in Cajamarca, famous as it was here that 
the Inca Empire surrendered to the Spanish conquistadores. Overnight at Hotel El Ingenio or similar. (BD)  
 
Day 8 - Cajamarca  
Today we will visit either Ventanillas de Combayo or Ventanillas de Otuzco, well preserved funeral caves 
carved into the rocks during the Inca period. And there will be time for you to experience the colonial 
ambience of Cajamarca at leisure. Overnight at Hotel El Ingenio or similar. (BD)  
 
Cajamarca  
The most important town in the northern highlands, Cajamarca is a dainty colonial metropolis cradled in a 
languid valley and stonewalled by brawny mountains in every direction. Descending into the valley by road, 
Cajamarca’s mushroom field of red-tile-roofed houses confesses a secret desire to cling to its village roots. 
Fertile farmland carpets the entire valley and Cajamarca’s streets belong as much to the wide-brimmed-hat-
wielding campesinos (peasants, as the young city slickers who frequent the boutique restaurants and bars. In 



 

 

the colonial centre, majestic churches border the capacious Plaza de Armas. From here, once-decadent 
baroque mansions spread out in concentric circles along the cobbled streets, many enclosing ethereal hotels 
and fine restaurants.  
 
Day 9 - Trujillo (approx. 8hrs, 320km driving) 
Today we leave the highlands and travel down the famous Pan American Highway towards the Pacific Ocean 
and Trujillo, home to some 770,000 inhabitants and the third largest city in Peru. En route visit the Temple of 
the Witch housing the remains of what is believed to be the first female ruler of the Moche Culture. The 
mummy is so well preserved that you can still see her tattoos. We expect to arrive in Trujillo in the early 
afternoon and there will be time to enjoy the Plaza de Armas and to take in some of the country’s most 
beautiful colonial architecture. Overnight at Hotel El Brujo or similar. (BL)  
 
Trujillo  
Stand in the right spot and the glamorously colonial streets of old Trujillo look like they’ve barely changed in 
hundreds of years. Well, there are more honking taxis now – but the city still manages to put on a dashing 
show with its flamboyant buildings and profusion of churches. Francisco Pizarro founded Trujillo in 1534, and 
he thought so highly of this patch of desert he named it after his birthplace in Spain’s Estremadura. Spoiled by 
the fruits of the fertile Moche Valley, Trujillo never had to worry about money – wealth came easily. With life’s 
essentials taken care of, thoughts turned to politics and life’s grander schemes; the city has a reputation for 
being a hotbed of revolt. The town was besieged during the Inca rebellion of 1536 and in 1820 was the first 
Peruvian city to declare independence from Spain. The tradition continued into the 20th century, as 
bohemians flocked, poets put pen to paper (including Peru’s best poet, César Vallejo), and rebels raised their 
fists defiantly in the air. It was here that the Alianza Popular Revolution Americana (APRA) workers’ party was 
formed – and many of its members were later massacred.  
 
Day 10 - Chan Chan  
As with Chiclayo the area around Trujillo is packed with exiting archaeological excavations where the adobe 
city Chan Chan is especially significant since it was the largest city on the American continents in pre 
Colombian time and the biggest adobe city in the world. Chan Chan housed some 60,000 inhabitants in the 
14th century when the Chimu culture was at its highest. The city was rich with extravagant silver and gold 
decorations. Later we visit the fishing village of Huanchaco. Besides being a popular meeting point for surfers, 
Huanchaco is known as one of the last places along the Peruvian Pacific Coast where fishermen still use 
small reed boats called cabalittos (little horse) because of the way the fishermen ride them paddling with one 
leg on each side like they have been doing for 2000 years. In the evening explore Huanchaco at leisure and 
look out for the country’s national dish Ceviche which is raw lemon marinated seafood or Peru’s version of 
sushi. Overnight at Hotel El Brujo or similar. (BL)  
 
Day 11 - Sechin - Huaraz (approx. 8hrs, 350km driving) 
Drive along the Pan American Highway before we ascend into the Andes and Huaraz. En route we visit the 
small ruin of Sechin, situated in the foothills of Cordillera Negra. We reach Huaraz situated in the Rio Santa 
Valley and in front of Peru’s and the world’s highest tropical mountain, double domed Huascarán (6768m). 
The area is known as Cordillera Blanca (the White Mountains) referring to the numerous glaciated peaks. At 
an altitude of 3,000m Huaraz is often referred to as the Kathmandu of the Andes. Overnight at Hotel Andino 
or similar. (BD)  
 
Day 12 - Cañon del Pato – Yungay  
An amazing day awaits you in this pristine part of South America. We head north from Huaraz to the buried 
town of Yungay. When a devastating earthquake struck the valley in May 1970 a large part of Huascarán’s 
northern summit tumbled down towards Yungay and turned a lively city with 30,000 inhabitants into a 
graveyard within minutes. Very few people survived this horrific day. Today only the towers of the old 
cathedral and a couple of palm trees are visible as you walk around the area with great respect in the 



 

 

knowledge that 30,000 people were buried alive beneath your feet. Later we take a detour from the valley 
visiting the pristine twin lakes of Llanganuco surrounded by glaciated 5,000m peaks. Beside the lakes you 
can see the rare Arbol del Papel tree –or paper tree. The bark looks like fine paper on the tree trunk. 
Continuing north we eventually reach Caraz from where we will enter one of the world’s most amazing roads - 
Cañon del Pato, meaning Canyon of the Ducks. Rio Santa separates the two mountain ranges Cordillera 
Blanca and Cordillera Negra by only ten metres at some points. The road was blasted out of the cliffs on the 
Cordillera Negra side of the canyon and at a point it goes through 35 roughly cut tunnels over a distance of 15 
kilometres until the city of Huallanca from where we head back to Huaraz via the same route, so you will pass 
through this amazing place twice to fully appreciate the splendour of this area. Overnight at Hotel Andino or 
similar. (BL)  
 
Day 13 - Caral - Lima (approx. 9hrs, 430km driving) 
Heading back to the capital we travel through coastal desert stopping along the way at the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site Caral-Supe, which is the oldest known city/civilization in the Americas dating back to around 
5000 BC. We arrive in Lima in the afternoon. Now at the end of the trip and what will have been at times a 
strenuous journey in the country’s remote northern region, enjoy a leisurely evening before your departure the 
next day. Overnight at Hotel Britania or similar. (B)  
 
Day 14 - Lima  
Depending on your flight schedule you may have time to explore Lima by yourself or we can organise an 
optional guided excursion. Alternatively please contact us if you would like to extend your stay in Lima or take 
in other areas of the country such as Cusco and Machu Picchu or an extension to the amazing Peruvian 
jungle. Transfer to the airport for departure. (B)  
 
Lima  
With its colonial facades and high rises, it takes a little imagination to get beyond the grit of Lima’s first 
impression. After Cairo, this sprawling metropolis is the second-driest world capital, rising above a long 
coastline of crumbling cliffs. Lima is also sophisticated, with a civilization that dates back millennia. Stately 
museums display sublime pottery; galleries debut edgy art; solemn religious processions date back to the 
18th century and crowded nightclubs pulse with tropical beats. No visitor can miss the capital’s culinary 
genius, part of a gastronomic revolution more than 400 years in the making. 
 
 

Tour Inclusions/Exclusions 
Inclusions:  
Arrival and departure transfers  
All accommodation  
Transport throughout 
Services of English speaking guide / tour leader  
Meals as listed (B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner)  
Entrance fees for sites listed as part of the itinerary  
 
Excluded:  
International flights  
Any airport taxes  
Travel Insurance  
Visa if applicable  
Drinks 



 

 

Items of a personal nature 
Tips (discretionary) 
 

Important Information 
 
Foreign OfficeTravel Warnings 
We constantly monitor the advice posted by the British Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
(FCDO). In particular we will always advise clients of any travel warnings. At present there are no warnings 
against travel to the areas of Peru that we visit. Please feel free to contact us should you have any specific 
concerns or would like to know in detail what measures are being taken to ensure visits remain trouble free 
and without incident. 
 
It should be noted that this information applies to British citizens. Other nationals are asked to check the 
current position of their respective government. 
 
Accommodation and Meals 
 
Hotel Check-in Times 
As a general rule most hotels will allow guests to check-in from 2pm. Please note that the price of your tour 
does not include guaranteed early check-in. Therefore please advise us if you would like to ensure that your 
room is available for an earlier arrival. This is particularly relevant on the first day of the tour and for early 
morning arrivals. One option is to pre-book and pay for an extra night at the beginning of your tour which will 
guarantee your accommodation is available irrespective of what time you arrive. Please contact us for 
information and costs. 
 
It should also be noted that on many of our tours we have set-aside Day 1 of the itinerary as an ‘arrival day’. 
For this reason and because tour participants are likely to be arriving at different times, and often from 
different countries, guided sightseeing or other activities are not included. If you are arriving early or before 
the start date of the tour and would like to organise some extra arrangements on a private basis please 
contact us. 
 
Accommodation Rating 
On this tour you can expect rooms to be en-suite, with private bathroom and in general you will find your hotel 
has a restaurant and/or bar.  
 
We welcome solo travellers and single rooms will be allocated subject to the applicable tour supplement. 
Please note that on occasions you may not always be allocated a double or twin room, as some hotels have 
designated single rooms. These may be smaller in size. However, the supplement payable takes this into 
consideration. 
 
Food & Drinks 
The daily meal basis is shown in the tour itinerary; breakfast (B), lunch (L) and dinner (D). Please note that 
lunch may be a picnic. Drinks are not included and will be payable locally in cash.  
 
Dietary Requirements 
If you have any special dietary requirements you must notify us at the time of booking. While we will make 
every effort to cater for you, we cannot guarantee that this will be possible.  
 



 

 

Budgeting for your Tour 
You will need some extra money to cover meals and drinks not included in the tour price, any optional 
sightseeing, souvenirs and items of a personal nature such as laundry.  
 
Food 
The costs for meals may vary depending upon location, type of restaurant and number of courses eaten and 
so the prices given are an average guide. Local restaurants located off the beaten track may be less 
expensive, whereas an upmarket restaurant located in the centre of a major city may charge more.  
 
Lunch £3 - £5  
Dinner £8 - £10 
 
Drink 
The prices for drinks can vary greatly depending upon location and the prices detailed below are an average 
guide. In general you would expect that drinks purchased in a supermarket or local bar to be less expensive, 
whilst drinks in an upmarket bar or restaurant may be more expensive.  
 
Bottle of Beer £1 
Water £0.3 
 
Tipping – Guide and Drivers 
Tipping is common practise in Latin America. If your guide has been helpful then you could think about 
tipping. If you are travelling in a group tour, then around $5 per person, per day for a guide and around $3 per 
person, per day, for a driver is reasonable. If you are travelling privately, then roughly double these amounts 
are reasonable. 
 
Foreign Exchange 
 
ATM Availability: Widely available  
Credit and Debit Card Acceptance: Credit and debit cards are widely accepted throughout Peru 
Local Currency: Nuevo sol (S) 
Recommended Currency for Exchange: US Dollar 
Where to Exchange: Your guide will advise you  
 
Joining your Tour 
 
Flight Information 
Our advertised prices do not include the cost of international flights. Please contact us if you would like a 
quotation to book a ‘flight inclusive’ package. Your flight inclusive package will be fully protected by the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) ATOL protection scheme. 
 
Joining Tour Abroad 
Customers booked on the ‘Land Only’ arrangements will receive a free airport transfer, both on arrival and 
departure. In order that the transfer can be arranged please ensure that you advise us of your flight 
information once available. Please advise the date, time and flight number for your arrival/departure. If we 
have not been advised of this information at least 2 weeks before travel, then you will be required to make 
your own way to the hotel on Day 1 of your tour.  
 
Travel Insurance and Altitude 
It is a condition of booking with Undiscovered Destinations that you have adequate valid travel insurance. It is 
your responsibility to arrange appropriate travel insurance and ensure you have read and understood the full 



 

 

terms and conditions of your travel insurance policy to ensure that you are covered for all activities you intend 
to undertake whilst on the tour, including all optional activities. Your Insurance Policy must fully cover you for 
medical expenses and emergency repatriation to your home country and be valid for the entire duration of 
your holiday. 
 
Please note that your tour involves some walking at altitude. Some travel insurance policies may exclude 
walking and trekking above a certain altitude. Please ensure that your travel insurance is valid for walking at 
altitude and if you have any doubts please contact your insurance provider. 
 
Visa Information 
At the time of writing British, US and Australian nationals do not require a visa for a short-term tourist visit to 
Peru 
 
As it is the travellers’ responsibility to ensure that they meet all entry requirements it is essential that you 
check the rules and any other conditions at the time of booking and again when making your balance 
payment. In addition, we would strongly advise that you make a final check around two weeks before your 
arrival. This is important as requirements can change at short notice. Undiscovered Destinations, when 
possible, will provide guidance about entry rules, but in the first instance please contact the relevant 
authorities, including the applicable embassy or consulate for assistance. Contact details can be found by 
visiting the following websites 
 
British Nationals - www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice  
US Nationals - https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel.html  
Australian Nationals - www.smartraveller.gov.au/  
 
Other nationals should check the latest requirements with the authorities in their home country, or with the 
destination’s nearest embassy or consulate. 
 
Passports 
It is your responsibility to ensure that you are in possession of a full passport, valid for at least six months 
after the date of return to the UK. 
 
We strongly advise that your passport contains a minimum of two blank pages, as this may be a requirement 
of the local immigration authorities. In addition certain countries will stipulate that the two blank pages are 
opposite each other. If you are unable to meet these requirements you may be refused boarding by your 
airline or denied entry by the immigration authorities. 
 
For specific information about the requirements for your destination please check with the country’s embassy 
or consulate. Alternatively UK citizens can visit www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice  
 
Vaccinations & Protection 
As with travel to most parts of Latin America, we strongly recommend that you contact your doctor’s surgery 
or a specialist travel clinic for up-to-date information, advice and the necessary vaccinations. For a visit of less 
than one month, almost certainly you will be advised to have immunisations against the following: Diphtheria 
and Tetanus, Hepatitis A, Typhoid, Meningitis. A yellow fever vaccination may also be advised. The use of a 
DEET-containing insect repellent is highly recommended, and we recommend that you take professional 
advice about malaria prophylactics.  
 
 

http://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel.html
http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/
http://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice


 

 

Preparing for your tour 
 
Climate 
There is a rainy season from Dec - Mar although on the coast it rarely rains. Jun-Oct is damp and misty, but 
temperatures never drop below 10°C. At high altitudes although there are sunny days temperatures can drop 
dramatically, and conditions can change suddenly.  

 

Clothing 
When it comes to clothing it is usually recommended that lighter clothes are worn through the day, and 
warmer ones at night. A hat is also advised to be worn through the day to protect from the sun, along with at 
least one piece of waterproof clothing for any days that the weather may be wet or windy. 
 
Equipment 
The first thing on your list should be a first aid kit. Whilst there is no undue cause for alarm, travellers are best 
advised to travel well-prepared and to be adequately immunized with sufficient supplies of prescription drugs, 
along with a medical kit. Suncream/sunblock is a must. Insect repellent, including a bite spray will also be 
useful to have. You should take a flashlight/torch for any electricity outages or to assist in dimly lit areas. 
Binoculars are a good idea for those interested in birds.  
 
Footwear 
Footwear is a main priority on this tour. Comfortable walking shoes/boots are recommended. Comfortable 
sandals or trainers are suitable when travelling.  
 
Luggage on tour 
Your luggage should not exceed 20kgs (44lbs). One large suitcase/rucksack, and one small hand luggage 
rucksack is acceptable. 
 
Electric Supply & Plugs 
The electrical supply in Peru is 220v, and most electrical outlets can accommodate both ungrounded U.S. 
style plugs (flat blades) and ungrounded European-style (round pins) plugs, while some can also 
accommodate U.S. grounded plugs. When necessary we recommend that you bring a multi-adapter. 
 
Tour Itinerary Versions 
Please ensure that you have an up-to-date copy of these tour notes immediately before you travel, as from 
time to time our itineraries may be amended, either for operational reasons or in response to feedback from 
customers. You will be informed of any major changes to your tour but small changes may just be added to 
these tour notes. These tour notes were updated on 1 February 2023. 

 


